
 

Upcoming 
Events 

 Friday, September 13th, 
Back to School BBQ, 5
-8pm,  

 Monday, September 16th, 
High School Visits, 7th 
and 8th grade 

 Wednesday, September 
18th, School Mass, 
8:30am, 8th Grade 

 Wednesday, September 
18th, 2:15 Dismissal 

 Wednesday, September 
18th, Music Ensemble, 
2:15-3:15 

 Thursday, September 
19th, School Pictures, 
students must be in 
uniform 

 Wednesday, September 
25th, School Mass, 
8:30am, 3rd Grade, 
Virtue Awards 

 Wednesday, September 
25th, 2:15 Dismissal 

 Wednesday, September 
25th, 2:15-3:15, Music 
Ensemble 

 Wednesday, September 
25th, Back to School 
Night, 6:30-8:00pm 

 

September 12, 2013 

15643 SW Oregon St. 
Sherwood, OR 97140 
Phone: 503-625-0497 
Fax: 503-625-0564 

Dear St. Francis Families, 
During their time at St. Francis students read or listen to the story of St. Francis 
and the Wolf. The story explains why our school mascot is a wolf and reminds us 
of St. Francis’ response to God’s calling. 
God Bless, 
Kimberly Fadden 
 

The Story of St. Francis and the Wolf of Gubbio 
Perhaps the most famous story of St. Francis is when he tamed the wolf that was 
terrorizing the people of Gubbio. While Francis was staying in that town he 
learned of a wolf so ravenous that it was not only killing and eating animals, but 
people, too. The people took up arms and went after it, but those who encountered 
the wolf perished at its sharp teeth. Villagers became afraid to leave the city walls.  
Francis had pity on the people and decided to go out and meet the wolf. He was 
desperately warned by the people, but he insisted that God would take care of him. 
A brave friar and several peasants accompanied Francis outside the city gate. But 
soon the peasants lost heart and said they would go no farther.  
Francis and his companion began to walk on. Suddenly the wolf, jaws agape, 
charged out of the woods at the couple. Francis made the Sign of the Cross toward 
it. The power of God caused the wolf to slow down and to close its mouth.  
Then Francis called out to the creature: “Come to me, Brother Wolf. In the name 
of Christ, I order you not to hurt anyone.” At that moment the wolf lowered its 
head and lay down at St. Francis’ feet, meek as a lamb.  
St. Francis explained to the wolf that he had been terrorizing the people, killing 
not only animals, but humans who are made in the image of God. “Brother Wolf,” 
said Francis, “I want to make peace between you and the people of Gubbio. They 
will harm you no more and you must no longer harm them. All past crimes are to 
be forgiven.”  
The wolf showed its assent by moving its body and nodding its head. Then to the 
absolute surprise of the gathering crowd, Francis asked the wolf to make a pledge. 
As St. Francis extended his hand to receive the pledge, so the wolf extended its 
front paw and placed it into the saint’s hand. Then Francis commanded the wolf to 
follow him into town to make a peace pact with the townspeople. The wolf meek-
ly followed St. Francis.  
By the time they got to the town square, everyone was there to witness the mira-
cle. With the wolf at his side, Francis gave the town a sermon on the wondrous 
and fearful love of God, calling them to repent from all their sins. Then he offered 
the townspeople peace, on behalf of the wolf. The townspeople promised in a loud 
voice to feed the wolf. Then Francis asked the wolf if he would live in peace un-
der those terms. He bowed his head and twisted his body in a way that convinced 
everyone he accepted the pact.                              (continued) 
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Message from the Principal continued 

Then once again the wolf placed its paw in Francis’ hand as a sign of the pact.  
 
From that day on the people kept the pact they had made. The wolf lived for two years among 
the townspeople, going from door to door for food. It hurt no one and no one hurt it. Even the 
dogs did not bark at it. When the wolf finally died of old age, the people of Gubbio were sad. 
The wolf’s peaceful ways had been a living reminder to them of the wonders, patience, virtues 
and holiness of St. Francis. It had been a living symbol of the power and providence of the liv-
ing God.  
 

Feister, John. "Stories about St. Francis and the Animals." Sto-
ries about St. Francis and the Animals. American Catholic.org, 
n.d. Web. 12 Sept. 2013. 

 

Called to Protect 

In order to volunteer in the school you need to have a background check done every 3 years 
and take the Called to Protect video class. If you have already taken the class then you need to 
do this year’s online class as outlined in the Message from the Principal. The video class will 
be offered at the following times: 

Thursday, September 12 at 4:45 in the Lobby by the School Gym. 

Thursday, September 19 at 8:30am and 7:00pm in the Parish Hall 

This class is not appropriate for children. There is no child care provided. 

If you have already taken the video class you need to watch this year’s online video. 

To view the video please follow the directions below. All volunteers must complete the Called 
to Protect training by December 1st.  

HOW DO YOU GET STARTED? 

Logon to a high-speed Internet connection and go to https:www.archdpdx.org/cpo 
Click on the link to Armatus courses on the right side of the page. 
Enter your user name and password. 
Click submit. 
Choose the course titled Preventing Sexual Activity between Young Children 

HOW DO I FIND MY LOGIN AND PASSWORD? 

Your user name is the first initial of your first name and your full last name. For example: 
Robert Smith’s user name would be rsmith, or Sasha Hayes-Jones user name would be 
shayes-jones. 

Your password is the four numerical digits of your birthday, followed by your state abbre-
viation. For example, if Jane Arnold lives in Oregon and her birthday is March 26, her 
password would be 0326or. Let the office know if you have trouble logging in. 
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NOTES FROM THE WOLF’S DEN 
Dear St. Francis, 

It was great to see you again. I had such a wonderful time walking the streets of Assisi this 
summer. Your home is just as beautiful and tranquil as I imagined it would be. Of course a 
wolf’s vacation would not be complete without finding a few good places to run free. The ol-
ive groves were nice, the Rocca Maggiore Castle, and of course the Basilica of St. Francis. 
The views of Gubbio from Assisi were magnificent. You asked me to be sure to write to you 
when I got back to let you know what is going on at St. Francis of Sherwood and now that the 
students have returned I have lots to tell you. 

The kindergarteners met their eighth grade buddies this week. The first thing they did together 
after learning each other’s names was to go over to the church. The eighth graders showed the 
kindergartners how to enter the church, bless themselves with the holy water and genuflect 
when they enter their pew. They are going to have a great year together. 

You know how much I like to read. Well I picked a good time to visit the first grade. They 
were talking about three different ways they can read a book. First they said they could look at 
the pictures. Then they could read the words. The third way, which I though was very clever, 
was they could retell the story in their own words. The first graders picked out a book and 
when Miss Skipper rang a soft chime and we all began to read.  

In second grade they were talking about being an “Engaged Reader.” They talked about how 
to pick out a “just right” book. They have an acrostic chart to remind them how to pick a book. 

 I choose a book 
 Purpose – why do I want to read it? 
 Interest – does this book interest me? 
 Comprehend – do I understand the text? 
 Know – I know most of the words. 

The second graders explained to me that the best part about picking a “just right” book is you 
will have a “mind movie” in your brain about what you’re reading. 

The third graders were identifying which sets of words were sentences or not.  If it wasn’t a 
complete sentence they identified what was missing. For example, The squirrel. A third grader 
would tell you it is missing the predicate. A complete sentence would be: The squirrel ran up a 
tree. One third grader gave this example: Sophia likes American Girl dolls. Mrs. McCarry 
asked what was special about how you write American Girl and they all knew to capitalize it. I 
asked them why it is capitalized. And again they knew. It’s a proper noun. 

“Good News!” The fourth graders were learning about the Gospels and the other books in the 
Bible. After they read from their textbook Miss Johnson asked them to share with their table 
partner what they learned about the Bible. The fourth graders found it fascinating that the Old 
Testament has 46 books and the New Testament has 27. Darynne was quick to share with her 
group that that means the Bible must have 73 books in all. They also learned that Evangelist 
means “writer of the Good News” and Covenant means “a sacred agreement.” Like the Cove-
nant the Israelites made with God when they promised to only obey and follow Him. (cont.) 
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NOTES FROM THE WOLF’S DEN CONTINUED 

How important is the number zero? It’s so important Mrs. Murphy sometimes puts a smiley 
face in it. J The fifth graders would tell you that not only is it the ideal spot for a smiley face 
but that the zero is important because it holds the place value position. They have been study-
ing place value and determining what number is in each place. For example, in the number 
16,345,289,052 what number is in the millions place? And what would happen if you took out 
the zero from the hundreds place?  

The sixth graders began the year reading, Mick Harte Was Here by Barbara Park. They read 
the first two chapters and then shared the summaries they wrote. Afterwards they worked in a 
group to answer questions about the story. They did a great job going back to the text to find 
clues to answer the questions. 

I had a chance to practice playing recess games with the seventh grade in PE. First I played a 
game of Four Square and made it all the way to the King’s corner. I think having four paws 
helped. Then I joined a game of Knockout with a few seventh graders and was in the final 
three! I can’t wait to see them out at recess. 

The eighth graders are working with three of their teachers and Father Ysrael on a very special 
project. It began in technology class where they researched a saint. During art class they are 
going to create an image of their saint on cooper. In religion class they learn more about the 
saints. Then during the All Saint’s Day Mass they are going to dress up and talk about the saint 
they chose so we can learn about them. 

I told you I had lots to tell you. I’m sure glad we got to spend some time together this summer.  
I will always remember the Basilica of St. Francis, and I put the picture we took together in the 
office. But I am happy to be back with all the students at the St. Francis Sherwood. 

Until next time. 
Brother Wolf 
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News from the Office 

If you have a student in grades 3-8 that would like to be part of the St. Francis School Music 
Ensemble please let their teacher and/or the office know so that next Wednesday they do not go 
out to car line. Their first rehearsal went very well. It is not too late to join. 

School Pictures are next Thursday, September 19th. The order forms are in today’s envelope. If 
you want to order pictures you may do so online with a credit card or return the envelope by 
next Thursday with your payment in cash or a check made out to LOP or Lake Oswego Photog-
raphy. There will be a picture retake day on Friday, October 25th. Students wear the school uni-
form for pictures. If you would like to volunteer please contact the school office. 

Our first scrip order will take place next week. Orders are due in the school office on Monday 
with your check made out to St. Francis PSO. The scrip will be sent home in your Thursday 
envelope. For those of you new to scrip, you get full value and you receive a card or certificate. 
The % listed on the order form is how much we receive. For example if you purchase $100 for 
Safeway, you will get a $100 Safeway card. The school receives $4. Contact the office if you 
have any questions. There is an order form on the back of this newsletter, one will be emailed 
and there are paper copies available in the school office. Scrip order dates through December 
are: September 16th, October 7th, November 8th, and December 2nd and 16th. 

Calendar Updates 

The calendar on the website will be updated soon. Below are the classes doing Mass from now 
through December 11th.  

September 18 - 8th Grade 

September 25 - 3rd Grade 

October 4 - 1st Grade 

October 16 - 2nd Grade 

October 23 -  6th Grade 

November 1 - 8th Grade 

November 6 - 5th Grade 

November 13 - 8th Grade 

November 20 - 4th Grade 

November 27 - 3rd Grade 

December 4 - 7th Grade 

December 11 - 2nd Grade 
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The Catholic High Schools will be here on Monday, September 16 to make presentations to the 
7th and 8th grade students. Parents are invited to attend. 

9:30 St. Mary’s Academy 

10:20 Valley Catholic High School 

10:55 LaSalle Catholic College Preparatory 

11:30 Blanchet High School 

1:00 Central Catholic High School 

1:35 Jesuit High School 

High School Visits 

PSO News 

The St. Francis Back to School BBQ is this Friday from 5:30-8:00 at Stella Olsen Memorial 
Park in Sherwood. (come at 5:00 to help set-up). Sausage and hotdogs provided. Please bring 
the following based on last name: A-I salads, J-R Sides, S-Z desserts. 

Welcome new and returning families to St. Francis School. 

The Parent Service Organization (PSO) invites YOU to join us to make a difference in educa-
tion and for our children to have a positive, rewarding time learning. We realize how important 
your children are to you and that you want the best for them. Do you want to make a difference 
in your school, home and community? Do you wish you could have more say and involvement 
in what happens in your children’s school? Being a member of PSO can help you achieve that! 

The PSO strives to bring these groups together to share thoughts & ideas about programs and 
activities that benefit children and families. Our PSO provides information and resources 
through newsletters, family programs, meetings, and other communication channels. 

This upcoming year the PSO board has TWO open vacancies for your consideration. 

The first is the Treasurer position. This role is a one year commitment starting now through 
June of 2014. This position will partner with the board members to facilitate PSO activities but 
the primary role and responsibilities is to verify “requests for reimbursement” to ensure they are 
documented, accurate and within the approved budget. This role will work closely with Gretch-
en Brown and as needed will maintain a spreadsheet of expense allocations. 

The second position is the Vice President role. This position is a two year commitment; serving 
the first year as the Vice President and the second year as the President. The primary functions 
of this role are not only to partner with board members to facilitate PSO activities but to also 
assist the President while taking lead leading school/community activities and fundraising 
events. 

If you are interested and would love to join our team, please contact us at our new email box at: 
stfranciscatholicschoolpso@gmail.com or through Angie Kurata at 503-341-0622. 

With many blessings, 

Your St. Francis PSO Team 
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Parish News 
The parish picnic is on Sunday, September 29th. You may sign up this weekend at the church 
to volunteer or next week in the School Office. If you are coming to the picnic it is following 
the 10:30 Mass. Last name A-P please bring a salad/side dish; Q-Z please bring a dessert. 

Out of  Parish News 

7th Annual Rosary Bowl NW is Saturday, October 5th at the Oregon State Fairgrounds Pavil-
ion in Salem. Doors open at 8:30am. The event is from 9am to 4pm. More information at 
www.rosarybowlnw.org 

St. Mary’s Church in Vernonia is having their annual Quilt and Craft Fair from Sept. 19-22, 
10am-4pm.  




